SKELTONCUMNEWDBY FPARISH COUNCIL

¢/o Nick Reed, Clerk, 9 Little Market Place, Masham, N. Yorks HG4 4DY

MINUTES OF A PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

DATE: Wednesday 10" July 2025

TIME: 7.00pm

LOCATION: Reading Room, Skelton-on-Ure

PRESENT: Cllrs Guy Critchlow (Chair), Emma Gerrard, Alexandra Lake, and
Jim Spillings

CLERK: Nick Reed (minutes)

IN ATTENDANCE: 7 members of the public [MoP]

25.15 Declarations of interest and requests for dispensation
There were none.

25.16 Apologies and consideration of reasons for absence
Apologies were received and accepted from ClIr Jane Mosley.

25.17 Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 9t April 2025, and of the Annual Parish Council
Meeting held on 14" May
These were AGREED as a true record of the meetings, and signed as such by the Chair.

25.18 Ongoing issues from the minutes for updating (not covered elsewhere on the agenda)

25.181 Highways: The Council had received notes written up by ClIr Critchlow from a meeting with North
Yorkshire Council Highways officers. Accepting the logistical and financial issues faced by NYC and
accepting there there is no “magic wand” solution, the Council still felt that it would be helpful to have
even a loose timescale for Highways works within the parish

ACTION: Clir Critchlow to draft a response to NYC

25.182 NYC Joint Parishes Meeting: The Council heard that May’s meeting had brought up various issues on
mutual concern, including other parishes who had also been split in two by the Boundary Commission
when drafting new NYC constituencies.

25.19 Reports from parish organisations / activities (not covered elsewhere on the agenda)

25.191 Black Lion pub and community hub: The Council heard that the building is now “97% complete”. There
are outstanding outdoor jobs to do including landscaping, and refurbishment of outside toilets
including removal and replacement of the roof. This block along with the old cellar wall, boundary wall
to the front, and the rear of the building, will also be painted. The group is making a concerted effort
to secure a tenant, and has some interested parties but has not yet moved to interview.

25.192 Christ the Consoler Church: The Council heard that tickets are still available for the Canzone String
Quartet on 19% July, and that some school visits have been arranged. “Project 150” to renovate the
heating and pipe organ in collaboration with the Churches Conservation Trust is now underway, and
the Friends group is also discussing the spire, which is currently held together with copper ties and will
need rebuilding

25.20 Questions and Comments from members of the public / district and county councillors / NY Police
A MoP commented that their tap water was tasting off, and others agreed, the problem seeming to be
at the north end of Skelton-on-Ure village. It was noted that Yorkshire Water’s response has thus far
been unsatisfactory, and that the situation should be monitored.
It was also suggested that the Reading Room should be fitted with WiFi, and this idea met with general
approval.
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Financial Statement and approvals for payment

The Council was noted as having on hand £10,745.44 on 30" June, with recent receipts of £190
(Reading Room hire fees), £2,508 (North Yorkshire Council, precept #1 of 2), £169.10 (NYC, grass
cutting contribution), and £73 (pop-up bar sales).

It was RESOLVED to approve the following payments: Wages and PAYE (Clerk, Cleaner, joint parishes
secretary); Clerk’s expenses/training qtr 1; Yorkshire Accountants Ripon (payroll admin gtr 1) £30+VAT;
Absolute Gardens (caretaking qtr 1) £250; Inspire Youth £180 (youth engagement session in parish);
Skelton-on-Ure Knitters £50 (materials for VE Day and Remembrance Day); and Clir Critchlow (£98,
stock for pop-up bar).

The Council further RESOLVED to formally approve payments necessarily agreed between meetings to:
Signworks (£186+VAT, signwriting at Black Lion); Scotton Park (£196.40, electrical work at Reading
Room); lan Smithson CPFA (£130, internal audit for 2024-25); Clir Mosley (£69.51, expenses re Black
Lion); and Yorkshire Accountants Ripon (£40+VAT, payroll administration gtr 4 inc end of year); and
NOTED direct debit payments to Newby Hall Estate (£30, Reading Room rent); Scottish Water (£47.06,
Reading Room supply, and £16.22, allotment supply), e.0n Next (£210.22, Reading Room electricity);
and Unity Trust Bank (£36, bank charges).

The cash book balance after these transactions was noted as being £8,785.95.

Planning applications and decisions
There were neither any applications to consider, nor any principal authority decisions to note.

20s Plenty

The Council considered whether to advocate for a 20mph speed limit on the roads throughout the
parish, other than the B6265, and RESOLVED to adopt this policy and request that North Yorkshire
Council consider implementing it.

Commuted sums for Reading Room

The Council NOTED a number of suggestions for potential capital work at the Reading Room, including:
opening the roof space to make a feature of the beamed ceiling; constructing a mezzanine areas a
lounge for book clubs etc; re-roofing the area above the kitchen and bathrooms; attending to the
damp problem in the emergency exit door area; replacing coping and railings on the wall between
ramp and pavement; repair or replace stonework/pointing surrounding stained glass window; repoint
stone wall on north side and brick wall on west side; lighting ramps and entry steps; and purchasing a
projector to enable film nights to be an option. The Council agreed that many or all of these were
interesting projects, and asked the Clerk to research whether professional fees for project
development were permissible spend under commuted sums. [Clerk’s note; NYC have confirmed that
they are.]. The Council thanked Cllr Spillings for his work on this matter, and for his offer to lead on
further consultation on the above and any other ideas parishioners may have for the Reading Room.

Neighbourhood Watch

The Council heard that recent incidents have concentrated the minds of some parishioners towards
the possibility of setting up a Neighbourhood Watch scheme. Clir Critchlow has registered a scheme,
assets are available. Information will be circulated, and any residents interested in taking part should
contact Cllr Critchlow.

Defibrilator
The Council RESOLVED to cover the cost of re-siting the defibrillator from the former village shop to
the Reading Room, and to purchase and install a sign adverting its presence.

ACTION: Clir Spillings to progress
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25.27 Boroughbridge Community Library
The Council considered a request from the Boroughbridge Community Library and Resource Centre for
support under Section 137 of the Local Government Act 1972. Considering this organisation’s work to
be of benefit to many parishioners, and noting that the organisation is entirely volunteer-run, the
Council RESOLVED to make an award of £200 towards the continuation of their services. The Clerk was
asked to request information from the Library so that its services can be advertised within the parish.

25.28 Millennium Walkway
The Council considered the future of this facility. Understanding that a working group is in place to
survey the area and remove existing unsafe timbers, after this work it would be possible to understand
how and by whom the facility is used, and develop a costed plan for reconstituting the walkway should
that be agreed as an affordable plan and useful to a significant number of parishioners.

25.29 Boroughbridge Police and Community Liaison Group
The Council agreed to appoint Cllr Gerrard as a representative to this group.

25.30 Parish Caretaker
As well as the caretaker’s standard work, the Council considered the renovation and repainting of the
railings outside the Reading Room. ClIr Critchlow will attempt to gather a working group to do this, but
if that is not possible it will be added to the caretaker’s task list.

25.31 Correspondence

25.311 e.0n Next: Confirming the switchover to a smart meter at the Reading Room

25.312 Northern Powergrid: Advising that the Reading Room, and other Skelton-on-Ure properties, will be
without power on 14™ July from 9am for some hours while vegetation is removed from the vicinity of
their power lines.

The meeting closed at 8.40pm.

Date of next meeting:
Thursday 9™ October at 7.00pm

SIGNED: e (Chair)

DATE:



