
SKELTON CUM NEWBY PARISH COUNCIL 
c/o Nick Reed, Clerk, 9 Little Market Place, Masham, N. Yorks HG4 4DY 

 

MINUTES OF A PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
 

 
DATE: Thursday 14th May 2026 
TIME: 7.00pm 
LOCATION: Reading Room, Skelton-on-Ure 
PRESENT: Cllrs Emma Gerrard (Chair), Rea Bell; Alexandra Lake; Alice Madill; and 

Liz Van Hee 
CLERK: Nick Reed (minutes) 
IN ATTENDANCE: 7 members of the public [MoP] 

 
 

26.16 Declarations of interest and requests for dispensation 
There were none. 
 

26.17 Apologies and consideration of reasons for absence 
There were none, all Councillors being present. 
 

26.18 Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 14th January 2026 
These were AGREED as a true record of the meeting, and signed as such by the Chair. 
 

26.19 
26.191 
 

Ongoing issues from the minutes for updating (not covered elsewhere on the agenda) 
NYC Joint Parishes Forum: Cllrs Madill and Van Hee had attended this meeting, which they found 
useful. The main presentation was by North Yorkshire Council Highways, who noted that an increased 
sum of £10 million had been allocated to road maintenance in Area 6, but that this is still across a huge 
area of England’s largest county. The next meeting will probably be in July but the date remains TBC. 
 

26.20 
 
 
 
26.21 
 
 
 
 
 

Questions and Comments from members of the public / district and county councillors / NY Police 
There were none which were not related to other agenda items, notably the call for sites (item 
26.261). 
 
Payments between scheduled financial reports 
The Council RESOLVED to approve the following payments in the interest of ensuring local 
tradespeople have their accounts settled with appropriate speed: Absolute Gardens (£240, caretaking); 
Ian Smithson CPFA (£135, internal audit); WJP Software (£83+VAT, setup and maintenance of new 
email address); and Yorkshire Accountants Ripon (£36+VAT, payroll administration). 
 

26.22 Planning applications and decisions 
There were no new applications to consider, and no principal authority decisions to report. 
 

26.23 
 

Commuted sums 
The Council considered the document circulated, and RESOLVED that the building improvements and 
purchase of new hardware for the Reading Room, at a cost of up to £115,000+VAT, is an appropriate 
use of the funds available via North Yorkshire Council’s commuted sums allocations. 
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26.24 Funding request 
The Council considered a request from Boroughbridge Community Library and Resource Centre for 
financial support. Noting that the Centre is of benefit to many parishioners, the Council RESOLVED to 
award it a grant of £200 under Section 137 of the Local Government Act 1972. 
 

26.25 
 

Parish Caretaker  
There was no work to commission beyond that regularly scheduled. Noting positive comments from 
MoP present, the Council commended the caretaker on their recent work around the parish. 
 

26.26 
26.261 

Correspondence 
North Yorkshire Council: noting that the call for sites has re-opened to inform the Local Plan. The 
Council noted that sites identified during this process are those where the landowner has expressed a 
possible interest in development, and that no site included at this point may be presumed to be 
subject to an application, much less approval. 
 

 
The meeting closed at 8.25pm. 

 
Date of next meeting:  Thursday 9th July 

 
 
 
SIGNED:   ...........................................................................  (Chair) 
 
 
DATE:  


