
SKELTON CUM NEWBY PARISH COUNCIL 
c/o Nick Reed, Clerk, 9 Little Market Place, Masham, N. Yorks HG4 4DY 

 

MINUTES OF A PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
 

 
DATE: Wednesday 9th April 2025 
TIME: 7.00pm 
LOCATION: Reading Room, Skelton-on-Ure 
PRESENT: Cllrs Guy Critchlow (Chair), Emma Gerrard, Alexandra Lake,  Jane Mosley, 

Jim Spillings  
CLERK: Nick Reed (minutes) 
IN ATTENDANCE: 9 members of the public [MoP] 
 
 

25.01 Declarations of interest and requests for dispensation 
There were none. 
 

25.02 Apologies and consideration of reasons for absence 
There were none, all Councillors being present. 
 

25.03 Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 16th January 2025 
These were AGREED as a true record of the meeting, and signed as such by the Chair. 
 

25.04 
25.041 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
25.042 
 
 
25.043 
 

Ongoing issues from the minutes for updating (not covered elsewhere on the agenda) 
Play area / playing field: The Council heard that Cllr Gerrard and the Clerk had met North Yorkshire 
officers on site to discuss the condition of the play area and related matters. NYC agreed to empty and 
move the rubbish bin, to remove the broken wooden balance feature, and to ensure that grass cutting 
takes place regularly. The officers considered the condition of the play area otherwise to be 
reasonable, but would have no objection to the Parish Council raising money to improve the facility. 
The Council also noted that the basketball hoop area is ineffective and unsightly, and needs to be 
either properly surfaced or removed. Parents and the nursery are to be consulted regarding desirable 
next steps in this area. 
Highways: The Council noted that there had been no further developments since the meeting on site 
with NYC Highways officers in November 2024, but that a recent accident at the Ripon Road junction 
can be seen to illustrate the Council’s position on the dangers of this junction. 
NYC Joint Parishes Meeting: The Council noted that these meetings are currently on hiatus due to the 
difficulties of obtaining secretarial support for them. 
 

25.05 
25.051 
 
 
 
25.052 
 
 
 
25.06 
 
 
 
 

Reports from parish organisations / activities (not covered elsewhere on the agenda) 
Black Lion pub and community hub: The Council heard that the upstairs area is nearing completion, 
with landscaping of the grounds progressing well. The café continues to do very well, with their 
delicious cakes a particular draw. The snail race evening was popular and raised £1,257, and the group 
is always looking for new volunteers. 
Christ the Consoler Church: The Council heard that tickets were still available for the Norwegian brass 
band concert on 10th April, and that future events include a concert by the York Philharmonic Male 
Voice Choir, two theatre shows, Easter and Harvest services, and a festival of carols. 
 
Questions and Comments from members of the public / district and county councillors / NY Police 
A discussion  regarding possible speeding in Skelton-on-Ure village resulted in the following points: 
discussion of a “20’s Plenty” zone to be on July’s agenda; a speed survey to be carried out, Cllr Mosley 
to decide the precise sites to be requested; and that all speeding incidents should be reported to North 
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25.07 

Yorkshire Police. Also on traffic, it was noted that some parents have been parking on the grass verge 
outside the nursery to drop off and pick up. 

ACTION: Clerk to pursue speed survey in consultation with Cllr Mosley 
ACTION: Cllr Critchlow to write to nursery regarding inappropriate parking 

It was reported that public marijuana use has been seen in the parish, and noted again that all such 
incidents should be reported to the police, which can be done anonymously if needed. 
Finally, a MoP noted that changing to the new calendar for refuse collection will mean that there is no 
collection for three weeks in May. 
 
Financial Statement and approvals for payment 
The Council was noted as having on hand £11,435.79 on 31st March, with recent receipts of £380 
(Reading Room hire fees) and £1,099.01 (HMRC VAT126 reclaim). 
It was RESOLVED to approve the following payments: Wages and PAYE (Clerk and Cleaner); Clerk’s 
expenses/training qtr 4; Yorkshire Accountants Ripon (payroll admin qtr 4) £30+VAT; Yorkshire Local 
Councils Association (annual membership) £154; Wild Garlic Ltd (website and domain hosting and 
management) £231; Zurich Insurance (annual renewal) £709.02; Cllr Mosley (Reading Room expenses) 
£53.77; and Cllr Spillings (Reading Room expenses) £11.25 
The Council further RESOLVED to formally approve a payment necessarily agreed between meetings of 
£93.77+VAT (Cooms and Sound Ltd, screen for Reading Room) and NOTED direct debit payments to 
Scottish Water (£48.90, Reading Room supply, and £18.35, allotment supply), e.On Next £15.09 
(Reading Room electricity); and Unity Trust Bank (£36, bank charges). 
The cash book balance after these transactions was noted as being £8,919.49. 
 
The Council RESOLVED to approve direct debit payments for the year 2025-26 to: Compton Estate 
(Reading Room rent); E.On (RR electricity); Scottish Water (RR and allotment water supplies); and Unity 
Trust Bank (charges). 
 

25.08 Planning applications and decisions 
The Council noted ZC25/00736/DISCON, for various changes in the application concerning the 
proposed motorway service area at Kirby Hill. It was unclear without an unrealistic amount of research 
what the changes were, and the Council therefore RESOLVED as its response to restate its objection to 
the application in principle. 
There were no principal authority decisions to note. 
 

25.09 North Yorkshire Council call for sites 
Following on from the public meeting facilitated by Newby Hall, and informed by a lengthy discussion, 
the Council noted: that a call for sites is active, as part of the new local plan process for North 
Yorkshire; that several sites in the parish have been identified as part of this process; and, however, 
that there is no suggestion that nominating a site at this stage implies that site will be approved.  
 

25.10 
 

Commuted sums for Newby Hall Cricket Club  
The Council considered a request from Newby Hall Cricket Club for the £766.67 available for them in 
North Yorkshire Council commuted sums to be allocated towards the purchase of netting for the Club’s 
practice area, and RESOLVED to approve this as a suitable use of the commuted sums. 
 

25.11 
 

Bunting for VE Day 80 celebrations  
The Council RESOLVED to cover the cost of materials for the WI to make bunting ahead of this event on 
8th May, at a cost of up to £30. 
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25.12 
 

Reading Room capital project 
Noting the substantial commuted sums available to the Reading Room, as discussed in meetings 
passim, the Council RESOLVED to set up a working group to consult with parishioners and consider 
how these monies could most beneficially be spent. The group will be led by Cllr Spillings, with Cllr 
Lake and other parishioners joining, and this topic will be on the agenda for July’s meeting. 
 

25.13 
 

Parish Caretaker  
It was agreed that the Caretaker should walk the parish with Cllr Spillings to agree a programme of 
regular work to be undertaken in addition to the verge cutting which the parish manages on behalf of 
North Yorkshire Council. 
 

25.14 
25.141 
25.142 
 
 
25.143 
 

Correspondence 
North Yorkshire Council: Advising of new bin collection schedule, as mentioned in item 25.06. 
Northern Powergrid: Advising that the Reading Room, and other Skelton-on-Ure properties, will be 
without power on 17th April from 9am for some hours while vegetation is removed from the vicinity of 
their power lines. 
Boundary Commission: Draft recommendations for the redistricting of North Yorkshire Council. The 
Council NOTED that these proposals split the parish, with Skelton-on-Ure ward in Dishforth, and 
Givendale and Newby with Mulwith in Ripon Canal and Ure. The Council RESOLVED to feed back that 
obviously the parish should be in one NYC district and that should be Ripon Canal and Ure. 
 

 
The meeting closed at 8.20pm. 

Date of next meeting: 
Annual Parish Council Meeting – Wednesday 14th May at 7.00pm 

Ordinary Meeting –  Thursday 10th July at 7.00pm 
 

 
 
SIGNED:   ...........................................................................  (Chair) 
 
 
DATE:  


